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In the second week of June, Colombia's cabinet ministers resigned. The resignations were triggered
by accusations from some cabinet members, and the Conservative Party as a whole, that President
Virgilio Barco's government had failed to adequately respond to the stepped-up violence following
the abduction of Conservative party leader Alvaro Gomez Hurtado on May 29. On the evening of
June 9, President Barco announced the composition of his new cabinet. Since Barco's inauguration,
the Conservative Party has refused to accept ministerial and other high-level appointments in the
Liberal Party government. All members of the new cabinet are members of the Liberal Party. Of the
13 cabinet members, Barco announced eight replacements. The ministers of government (interior),
foreign relations, public works, defense, and finance were retained. Since late May, the Colombian
army has clashed with guerrillas on numerous occasions, resulting in an escalating toll of casualties
on both sides. Killings of leftist Patriotic Union members, union leaders, and businesspersons
continue, most attributed to rightwing paramilitary groups. Dozens of elected officials in several
regions of the country have received death threats in recent weeks. (Basic data from several sources,
including AP, AFP, Prensa Latina)
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